
NORTHWEST NANOOSE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

                                        Tuesday, September 20, 2005 

                        7:00 pm – 1400 Madrona Drive – (Frank’s Home) 

IN ATTENDANCE 

President

Kirke MacMillan 

Vice-President
Greg Field (acting secretary) 

Treasurer

Diane Hill 

Directors at Large
Mike Rich 

Frank Herman

Dave Jamieson 

Janet Farooq

Regrets

Mike Gray 

Jeanne Gregory

1. CALL TO ORDER 

· The meeting was called to order by Kirke MacMillan at 7:03pm 

2. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

· Minutes were typed by JG and edited by KM after JG’s computer crashed.

3. PRESIDENT’S REPORT  (KM) 

· V. Ruff and J. Hall have both declined to be secretary

· J. Hall asked to be struck from the Legislation Committee

· D. Hill will keep membership with assistance from R. Lott

· F. Herman has agreed to be Treasurer

· There was discussion about hiring a contract secretary.  DH suggested Colleen Macri.  DH to contact her. 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT  (DH) 

· These minutes and AGM minutes are required in order to change the signing officers’ signatures.  DH to handle.

· Bank account balance $1609.07

· 4 cashable bonds

· Discussion regarding low interest rates of bonds.  FH to review and offer suggestions.

5. SECRETARY’S REPORT

· No report

· JG is officially no longer Secretary

6. WORKING COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. WATER AND WASTE (MR)

· Report by MR attached to minutes

· Additional discussion – suggestion made to have mandatory yearly inspections of septic systems.

b. LEGISLATION (KM) 

· RDN has proposed amended waterfront setback regulations  on parcels adjacent to or containing a coastal watercourse, such that no building or structure shall be constructed, moved, extended

· i) within 8.0 meters horizontal distance from the top of a slope of 30% or greater; or

· ii) within 15.0 meters horizontal distance from the natural boundary, whichever is greater.

· Old regulations was only 8  meters horizontal distance;

· i) from the natural boundary; or

· ii) inland from the top of a slope of 30 % or greater

· The definition for “structure” was sent to KM by the RDN and reviewed. The definitions provided also included the definition of “slope”.  A 30 % slope is equivalent to 16.7 degrees.

· Discussion:

· For some lots where the break in slope was back from the property line this could result in a much larger setback (example – if break was 25 meters back, the setback would be 25+8 = 33 meters)

· A variance procedure should be included

· Grandfathering could lead to problems when residences are rebuilt

· Discussion (cont.):

· Is there a requirement for any regulations, given the historical variation due to the differences in previous regulations?

· Area E is only area in RDN with 15 meter setback.  Other areas have 8 meters and DPA provision

· Suggestion that the setback be 15 meters from property line or 8 meters back from top of natural break in slope where the slope is greater than 30%, with the provision that a qualified professional (Geotechnical Engineer) could recommend reduction of the 8 meter provision.

· Action – KM to arrange meeting with G. Holme to review and discuss.  Volunteers for meeting include KM, MR, DJ, & GF

c. SOCIAL COMMITTEE (DH) 

· Barbeque was successful, with 65 people in attendance

· A number of people suggested they would be happy to have similar event next year.

· Jason from Pacific Shores was most helpful and accommodating

· Thank you cards signed by everybody in attendance.  

· KM to compose Thank You letter to accompany cards

· Total cost was $378.30

· A $150 gratuity was agreed to

7. NNRA WEBSITE (DJ)
· Website is up and running.

· URL is www.nnra.ca
· User ID / Password are nnra / madrona

· Multiple passwords are possible

· DJ demonstrated website.  Nice job!

8. E&N PMP APPLICATION (KM)
· (PMP is Pesticide Management Application)

· The last chemical application by the E&N was about 15 years ago

· The RDN, Parksville, Qualicum, and various communities south of Nanaimo have stated their opposition to the use of chemicals.

· KM, MR, & DJ met with John Ebell of Streamline Environmental Consulting Ltd.

· E&N will not be using 2-4-D

· Streamline will be doing a complete audit of water supplies prior to beginning chemical application

· No action by NNRA other than to monitor the situation and confirm the location of our wells and water supplies (MR to follow up)

9. DISPOSAL OF GARDEN AND TREE DEBRIS
· There have been complaints of garden waste being disposed of below the high tide line.

· At least one instance of burning debris under unsafe conditions was noted (occurred August 3, when a campfire ban was in place)

· This debris can become a hazard to boaters as it drifts out.

· Disposing of waste into the ocean contravenes a number of regulations

· DJ to draft article for newsletter and possible posting on bulletin boards

10. OTHER ISSUES
a. THEFTS AND BURGLURIES

· There have been various property thefts and burglaries in this area in the past.  The culprits are possible youngsters from the Red Gap area.

· The RCMP has suggested Block Watch or Citizens on Patrol as ways to prevent crime.

· Instituting Block Watch was tried by the NNRA earlier, but there was not enough commitment to make the program successful.

b. NEIGHBOURHOOD ISSUES COMMITTEE

· GF to head up initially

c. SHELLFISH CLOSURE

· The question was raised as to why the shellfish closure remains in effect in our area

· If there is still enough pollution to require a ban, can the sources of the pollution be identified/

· KM to contact Federal Fisheries to follow-up.

11. ADJOURNMENT 

· The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm. 

· Next meeting is the 3rd Tuesday in October (18th)

· Location TBA
Attachments:

· Water and Waste Committee Report (MR)

NOTES FOR NNRA BOARD MTG. September 20, 2005

Committee Reports: Water and Waste

Water

With the operational amalgamation of the seven LSAs now complete, attention is now turning to the details of financial amalgamation. There will be a single user rate structure for all the original LSAs, but the treatment of individual reserves and debt, will be studied to ensure fairness. 

The planned water audit is now complete, and details will be available shortly. It is understood that few trouble spots were discovered, and system losses are within acceptable industry limits.

As reported for the July Board meeting, Englishman River volumes purchased from Parksville  are slightly less than  last year’s values, mainly due to a wet June.  July and August values have recovered to more normal patterns.

As of September 1, we are back on Conservation Level 1 watering restrictions (every other day). While we were on Level 2, Fairwinds was placed on Level 3 due to a significant drop in reservoir levels. It turned out that there had been a 6-inch diameter main break on the DND property which was not noticed. ( leakage was about 160,000 gallons/day !). Fairwinds residents were not at fault.

Source approval from VIHA for the new well in Madrona Heights is being applied for. Test results were good, and the capacity is in excess of 40 Igpm. The Madrona and Madrona Heights systems will be interconnected, which will provide us with a total of 60 Igpm in winter, and should mean we will not have to rely on Fairwinds wells for back-up.  

Sewers

Madrona Heights is reported to be going ahead with individual on-site septic tanks and fields, following Parksville’s rejection of the application to provide community sewers. Pressure to have Parksville reconsider their decision was applied by the developer and by Hans Heringa, but to no avail. Parksville’s reasons are reported to be that there is insufficient capacity in the sewer mainline (which goes to the French Creek treatment plant) to handle the incremental flows.

There apparently is no money in the budget to undertake the studies re the economics of serving the Nanoose peninsula with sewers ( OCP, Sec 5.8),. This further delays the date at which we might reasonably expect sewer service, and complicates the question of the availability of a Federal/Provincial Infrastructure grant. 
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