MINUTES OF NNRA MEETING

WITH G. HOLME, DIRECTOR AREA E
June 19, 2006

 Present: Michael Gray, G. Holme, D. Jamieson, K. Macmillan
1. Results of RDN Recreation Survey 

· the RDN survey shows a lack of public support for tax increases to support any proposed Recreation Committee expenditures related to new infrastructure or facilities

· 53% of respondents support no tax increases, 85% support $ 0-$30/household

· G. Holme is aware of the lack of support for increased taxes to support initiatives in the new Recreation Plan

· A copy of notes prepared by D. Jamieson for the NNRA based on discussions with RDN staff and consultants at the Recreation Plan open house was presented to G. Holme. The notes focus on questions related to the sampling methodology of the RDN study and the resulting statistics. As well G. Holme was advised that there is a disconnect between the dates of the Federal Government census and RDN initiatives, such as the Recreation Plan, that demand up-to-date census information to give credible projections. He committed to review the anomaly.

· G.Holme will review the concept of reducing operating costs as an alternative to increased taxes  
2. Results of NNRA Recreation Survey

· a copy of the NNRA survey and results were presented to G. Holme

· the results are consistent with the RDN study with respect to lack of support for tax increases. As well, the NNRA survey supports local expenditure for locally collected tax revenues

· G. Holme advised that the Mt. Benson funding does not come out of the Parks and Recreation budget

3. Nanoose Rec. Centre – RDN Funding Availability

- George Holme advised that the Nanoose Place facility does not qualify for RDN budget support as it is not owned by the RDN.  However, the RDN has provided grant money to support the grounds update and can review requests for other initiatives

· RDN owns the land, but the facility is owned and managed by a private local society and thus is not supported by the RDN budget (see 2. above)

· G. Holme will investigate the use of Nanoose Bay Parks and Rec. dollars to acquire the two leased lots near the fire hall as a possible future site for local recreation facilities

4. Bulk Water Levies – Nanoose & Madrona

· the capital cost of the infrastructure related to the Madrona area water facilities has been retired by virtue of a long standing parcel tax on local residents. However, the levy continues to be collected and is an unfair down payment on future capital expenditures. This fact was pointed out by Mike Rich in his study of water rates in the Nanoose area for the RDN. G. Holme to investigate this issue.

5. Property Taxes

· local property taxes, particularly for waterfront owners, have gone up significantly in recent years, far in excess of the rate of inflation. Increased assessments have also eliminated the homeowners grant for many property owners. There is a distinct disconnect between the property assessments and the ability of, or the fairness of, the residents paying for services based on the assessed value of their property versus the services they receive. G. Holme is supportive of a reinstatement of the homeowners grant for all residents and a shift from assessment levies to parcel levies for many services. He intends to support such changes at the next UBCM meetings.

6. RDN Staffing

· replacement for Lapham

- no replacement has been selected, advertising for a new staff member is in process

· environmental assessment officer

- the NNRA suggested that finding a qualified inter-disciplinary environmental expert to counter the environmental challenges of the public on various projects is next to impossible. It will likely not eliminate the need for the hiring of independent consulting expertise while incurring a significant RDN staffing cost increase. G. Holme to consider this concern.

7. Amalgamation of the Madrona Area by Parksville

· the NNRA is concerned, based on its review of historic documents and anecdotal comments, that the potential for an attempt by Parksville to include the Madrona Area into Parksville is a real threat

· the mill rate in Parksville is significantly higher than the RDN Nanoose Bay mill rate and if applied to Madrona Area assessments would result in up to a 40% increase in property taxes

· based on this concern, the NNRA has written a letter to Mr. Derek Trimmer, Director, Local Government Structure Branch, Ministry of Community Services, requesting clarification of the process Parksville must follow in any annexation initiative.

· The NNRA agreed to initiate a process of contacting the other Nanoose area residents associations to seek support for funding for a Municipal Incorporation Study that would investigate the incorporation of Nanoose as a distinct municipality. G. Holme indicated his support for a funding request for such a study if there is broad support for investigating this option.

